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Tēnā koutou katoa, 
 

Our Whakahoutanga Project to strengthen and refurbish the Whanganui Regional Museum is progressing well, with the   
additions of steel and concrete to the 1928 building and a new roof. Museum staff are busy preparing exhibition spaces,  
upgrading collection storage areas and beginning the huge task of creating new exhibitions for the entire Museum.  
 

Meanwhile, we are continuing to provide education programmes in a variety of locations, including our temporary premises 
at 62 Ridgway Street, Bushy Park Sanctuary and along the Whanganui coastline. Hundreds of learners of all ages have 
been enjoying the amazing range of objects on display in Te Matapihi - looking into the museum. If you haven’t visited us 
recently, we encourage you to come and enjoy this fascinating exhibition with your class. Bookings are essential for all 
school groups.  

Kōiwi me ngā Whēua - Skeletons and Bones  
Years 1-8  60-90 minutes 
 

Investigate skeletal structures common to all vertebrate animals, including humans. 
Working as hands-on “scientists”, students compare and identify animal bones to       
discover similarities and differences. Using careful observation, students will draw an 
animal bone or skeleton, create an imaginary animal using a range of bones, and then 
assemble a miniature human skeleton made of card to take away. 
Curriculum links 
Science: nature of science, living world; Health and Physical Education 

Tirotiro Haere - Museum Explorer 
All levels  30 minutes 
 

Come and see a fascinating array of treasured objects from the Museum 
collection, including taonga Māori, insects, native birds, bones, animals and 
fossils and more. Bring your class to enjoy a FREE Museum explorer that 
will inspire their curiosity and wonder while motivating further learning. Ka 
mīharo kē ai ki tāu e kitea mai! Contact our educators to arrange a tailor-
made discovery programme to suit your learning focus. 
Curriculum links 
A range of curriculum learning areas can be integrated by negotiation  

Harakeke - New Zealand Flax 
Years 4-13  90-120 minutes 
 

Nau mai ki te whare o Hineteiwaiwa. Explore the versatile qualities of harakeke  
(NZ flax) and find out about the traditional importance of this amazing plant.  
Explore a diverse range of items made from harakeke. Learn about tikanga (protocols) 
and conservation in our on-site pā harakeke (NZ flax plantation), develop some hands-
on skills and make something simple to take away.  
Curriculum links 
Technology; Social Sciences: all strands; Te Reo Māori; Science: living world 

Tapa - Barkcloth 
Years 4-10  90-120 minutes 
 

Explore the construction and decoration of tapa, the amazing hand-made bark-
cloth traditional to all Pacific cultures. See and touch tapa art from different    
islands, then make your own artwork using traditional wooden tapa-boards. 
Make tapa printing blocks using card or foam-sheets, and print your own mini 
tapa to keep. This programme is held in the Education Room at the Museum’s 
Queens Park site. 
Curriculum links 
Technology; Social Sciences: all strands; Science: material world; Arts: visual; 

Mathematics: geometry 

A full list of Education programmes is available on the Museum website at wrm.org.nz, or you can call us on 06 349 1110 to 
make a special request. Programmes cost $2 per student. Museum member schools FREE.  

 

Location: 62 Ridgway Street, Whanganui           Phone: 06 349 1110          website: www.wrm.org.nz 

http://www.wrm.org.nz/page/programmes----ng%C4%81-akoranga/12/67/
http://www.wrm.org.nz/page/programmes----ng%C4%81-akoranga/12/67/


Te Awa Tupua - Whanganui River 
Years 7-13  60 minutes 
 

Te Awa Tupua, the Whanganui River, our region’s life-force, flows through 
our lives. The well-known saying “ ko au te awa ko te awa ko au - I am the 
river and the river is me,” expresses how Māori identify with the awa.  
 

Find out about relationships with the Whanganui River from the past to the 
present and examine New Zealand’s world-first legislation granting Te Awa 
Tupua, the Whanganui River, legal status equivalent to that of a person.    
Discuss actions we can take to uphold the health and well-being of our river 
today. 
Curriculum links 
Te Reo Māori; Social Sciences: all strands 

Contacts 
Museum  62 Ridgway Street Whanganui            Telephone 06 349 1110   

Davis Theatre   Watt Street  Whanganui            Email  info@wrm.org.nz  

Education Room Cameron Terrace Whanganui            Website  www.wrm.org,nz 

Educator  Margie Beautrais margieb@wrm.org.nz  Postal  PO Box 352 

Kaiwhakaako Māori Āwhina Twomey awhinat@wrm.org.nz     Whanganui 4501 

Ngā Tākaro - Toys and Games 
Years 1-8  60-90 minutes 
 

Tākaro mai! Come and play! Traditional games are favourites for all ages. Have fun exploring a range of traditional Māori 
and Edwardian toys and games. Learn how to make your own simple toys using everyday materials. This programme can 
be held in the Museum, or at another location to suit your school. 
Curriculum links 
Social sciences: all strands; Technology; Science: physical world; Health and PE; Te Reo Māori 

 

Ngā Hākinakina  - Outdoor Games   
Years 1-10  60-120 minutes 
 

Spring and summer are great for enjoying outdoor games with your students. We can provide your class or school with a 
great range of traditional Māori games and old-fashioned picnic games such as egg-and spoon, sack and three-legged   
races using a location of your choice, including Kowhai Park, Virginia Lake or Bason Reserve. Several classes can         
participate at a time or we can run a selection of stations as part of your school sports-day.  
Curriculum links  
Social sciences: all strands; Health and PE; Te Reo Māori 

Whakatupu Māra - Grow Your Own 
All levels  45 minutes 
 

Spring has returned so it’s time to plant summer crops in your school    
gardens. Book this programme for students to learn about culturally      
important plants such as hue (gourds), kamokamo (squash) and taewa 
(potatoes). Enjoy hands-on experiences using wooden kō (digging sticks) 
and timo (grubbers) in a garden of your choice.  
 

Sign up for the Whanganui Gourd Project and join a regional challenge 
to see who can grow the biggest or most interesting gourds! Prizes will be 
given out at the end of the harvest as part of Puanga 2018 celebrations. 
Seeds are provided FREE with this programme. 
Curriculum links 
Science: living world; Social Sciences: place and environment; Te Reo 
Māori; Technology 
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Meri Kirihimete - Christmas fun 
Years 1-13  60 minutes 
 

Come and enjoy a totally hands-on print programme using vintage graphic blocks to print 
your own cards. All ages, from five-year olds to adults, have great fun experimenting with 
old printing technology. Success is guaranteed!  
Curriculum links 
Technology; Social Sciences: continuity and change; Arts: visual 

mailto:awhinat@wrm.org.nz

